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As of June 30, 1967 there were 11,367 
persons in -residence in state institutions 
under the Department of Public Welfare, 843 
less than on May 31 • The special schools for 
the blind and deaf closed for summer vacation 
during June and many mentally retarded patients 
were out on extended summer visits. 

End of the year populations and average 
daily resident populations for all institutions 
for fiscal year 1966-67 and past years are 
shown in two supplementary tables included in 
this report. It may be noted that the total of 
4,811 mentally ill patients in residence June 
30, 1967 was less than the number so 
hospitalized as long ago as 1910• Including 
the two Inebriate Sections there were 5,098 
patients in residence in mental hospitals on 
June 30, a decrease of 808 from a year ago, and 
less than half the number hospitalized as 
recently as June 30, 1960. The book population 
of the institutions for the mentally retarded, 
5,917 on June 30, 1967, was down 148 from a 
year ago and 649 from five years ago when these 
institutions were near their peak population. 
The smaller institutions have shown only small 
changes from a year ago although both the school 
for the deaf and the school for "the blind had 
more children in residence this year than last. 
Changes in average number under each type of 
care and in each institution during the past 
five years can be noted in the special table of 
average daily resident population. 

During 1966-67 a total of 4,483 mentally 
ill patients entered state hospitals, 5,019 were 
released and 411 died in residence. Patients 
entering totalled 173 less than in 1965-66 while 
171 more patients were released this year than 
last. There were 105 fewer deaths in hospital 
in 1966-67 than 1965-66,. First admissions of 
mentally ill to state hospitals dropped to only 
2,012 during 1966-67, after staying at a level 
just over 2,200 for the previous three years. 
Readmissions and returns from provisional 
discharge Increased only slightly over 1965-66, 
totalling 2,471 in 1966-67. The proportion of 
all admissions which were voluntary was about 
the same in 1966-67 (56 percent) as in 1965-66 
(55 percent), with 47 percent of all first 
admissions and 68 percent of all readmissions 
entering on a voluntary basis both years. It 
can be, noted in Table II-A that the greater 



part of the decrease in patients entering and increase in patients released this year over 
last occurred among female patients. On June 30, 1967 male patients accounted for 53 
percent of all mentally ill patients in residence compared with 51 percent a year ago. 

On June 30, 1967 the 5,917 patients on the books of the institutions for the mentally 
retarded included 5,793 in residence or on short leave and 224 on trial placement. A year 
ago there were 6,005 patients in residence or on short leave and only 160 out on trial 
placement. The gradual decrease in population of these institutions has continued now for 
about five years. The 321 patients entering these institutions (79 more than last year) 
were offset by 435 releases (138 more than last year) and 92 deaths (one more than last 
year)• The 1966-67 total of 222 first admissions was 43 above the 1965-66 total. All 
institutions for the mentally retarded except Owatonna and Shakopee registered small 
decreases in population during fiscal year 1966-67. (See Table HI.) 

The state nursing home population (Table I?) totalled 745 on June 30, 1967, an increase 
of 23 from a year ago. A total of 179 patients were admitted during 1966-67 while 44 were 
discharged and 110 died. These changes included 25 more admissions, ten more discharges 
and two less deaths than in 1965-66. 

Gillette Hospital.' s population (Table V) showed little change during 1966-67, with 104 
in residence at the beginning and end of the year and an average daily resident population 
of 105. There were 984 admissions during the year, 37 more than last year, and 981 
discharged, ten more than last year. There were three deaths in 1966-67 compared with four 
in 1965-66. 

The Minnesota Residential Treatment Center also had no net change in resident patients 
during the year, 48 at both beginning and end of year, but an increase from 61 to 71 in 
total patients on the books. Average daily residence population was 51 in 1966-67 compared 
with 52 in 1965-66. Turnover in 1966-67 was small, 24 admissions and 14 final'discharges, 
but greater than in 1965-66 when only 11 patients were admitted and 13 discharged. (See 
Table VI) 

Glen Lake Sanatorium had 46 patients in residence June 30, 1967, four less than a 
year ago. A total of 129 patients were admitted, H9 discharged and ten died in hospital 
during year. Turnover was slightly less than last year (see Table ¥11), with a notable 
decrease in deaths (down 16 from 1965-66). 






















